
Library enhancements made possible in 2014 with your support

love stories 
about how the 
Library makes 
a difference in 
our patrons’ 

lives. Here’s something 
that happened 
recently at one of our 
branches.

An older patron 
recently approached 
the circulation desk 
and warily asked the 
staff, “Can you help 
me buy books from Amazon?”

It turned out that the patron was looking for help 
using her brand new Kindle Fire.

The staff member said he’d be glad to show her 
how to use her Kindle to access The Seattle Public 
Library’s e-book collection for free and that this 
would help her buy e-books from Amazon if she 
wanted. During a subsequent one-on-one tech 
help session, our staff was able to show her how 
to search the catalog for her favorite authors and 
help her check out a couple of e-books.

I think this story is interesting because it is a 
great example of how the needs of our patrons 
are changing and how the Library is changing to 
meet those needs. It also shows how our services 
continue to be delivered with both high tech and 
high touch.

In this new information-rich, knowledge-
based society, providing access and connecting 
knowledge to the needs of individuals and the 
community is more important than ever. And the 
Library remains at the center of this crossroad —  
an essential place for learning, creativity and 
innovation in Seattle.

The Seattle Public Library is rising to the 
challenges of these changes because of your help. 
That’s right, your support allows the Library to 
take chances, make changes, try new services, 
and create new experiences.

As a donor to the Foundation, you have 
invested in our vision: ensuring the long-
term vitality of The Seattle Public Library. 
Thank you for being among the thousands of 
people who believe in the power of The Seattle 
Public Library to reach and enrich the lives of 
everyone in our community.

Lynn Pigott Mowe 
President 
The Seattle Public Library Foundation

11,744,874
Library materials 

checked out in 2014

Donor Support of Library Activities
Year Ending December 31, 2014

Foundation Highlights in 2014
 ◗ Thanks to the support of more than 150 generous individuals, the Foundation was able to earn the 

funds to complete the $100,000 endowment challenge match offered by an anonymous donor. The 
endowment supports Library programs for children and teens.

 ◗ The Foundation received a $1 million grant from a local foundation to support programs for 
children and teens over the next two years. This amazing gift will help fund essential services for 
early learning programs, summer learning activities, and new digital literacy projects.

 ◗ The Seattle Public Library Foundation earned its third consecutive 4-star rating from Charity 
Navigator in 2014. Only 12% of the charities rated by this nationally recognized charity evaluator 
have received three consecutive 4-star evaluations, indicating that The Seattle Public Library 
Foundation outperforms most other charities in America.

Grants to The Seattle Public Library

Collections and Resources $1,285,000

Community Engagement $682,000

Reimagined Spaces $424,000

Seattle Culture and History $88,000

Technology and Access $24,000

Youth and Early Learning $872,000

Library Training, Staff  
and Strategic Support $430,000

Total Cash Grants $3,805,000

In-kind Support $464,000 
(Donated Goods and Services)

Total $4,269,000

Foundation Operations

Administration $574,000 
(General and Management)

Fundraising $372,000

Total $946,000

These figures are unaudited. The Foundation’s 
professional independent audit is released in the 
spring in accordance with normal practice.

Lynn Pigott Mowe

46,000
Number of books, 
audiobooks, DVDs 

and music recordings 
purchased with your 

donations

Donations to the Foundation supported the redesign of the Northeast 
Branch children’s area.

Your donations helped build STEM skills for young patrons during the 
Library’s Summer of Learning.

1,752,553
Library materials 

downloaded 
in 2014

6,580,463
In-person visits 
to the Library

7,229,831
Online visits 

to the Library

9,861
Number of free 

Library programs 
offered

307,269
Attendance at free 
Library programs 

in 2014



Thank You to Our Business and Foundation Partners!
The Foundation’s success in 2014 was made possible by thousands of people throughout the community who gave gifts large and small to support the Library. Our special thanks 
to the following businesses, foundations, and organizations that contributed $250 or more in cash, employee gift matches, grant funds, or in-kind donations in 2014.

Abel Family Fund
Adobe Systems
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., Delta 

Upsilon Omega Chapter
Amgen Foundation
Avenace, Inc.
Bainbridge Community Foundation
Bank of America
Bear Group
Elaine and Vincent Bell Foundation
Belle & Wissell Company
Sheri and Les Biller Family Foundation
Abe & Sidney Block Foundation
BMO Harris Bank N.A.
The Boeing Company
The Bullitt Foundation
Burke Museum
G. W. Cadbury Charitable Trust
Cogan Family Foundation
Colymbus Foundation
Confluence Environmental Company
D.A. Davidson & Company
The Dickey Fund
East Bay Community Foundation
Elliott Bay Book Company

Employees Community Fund of Boeing  
Puget Sound

ExxonMobil Corporation
F5 Networks
Feinberg Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Friends of The Seattle Public Library
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Google
H. D. Fowler Company
Benjamin and Margaret Hall Charitable  

Lead Trust
Benjamin & Margaret Hall Foundation
Hamrick Investment Counsel, LLC
HomeStreet Bank
Horizon House Residents’ Council
Horrigan Foundation
John C. & Karyl Kay Hughes Foundation
J.P. Morgan Chase & Co.
Kunis Foundation
KUOW
Leon A. Uziel Charitable Trust
Lewis Greenwood Foundation
Lockwood & Sons Fabrication
Lucky Seven Foundation
Macy’s Northwest

Microsoft Corporation
Mirabella Seattle Residents’ Association
Network for Good
The Neukom Family Foundation
Nintendo of America
The Norcliffe Foundation
Northwest Literacy Foundation
Matthew G. Norton Company
Pacifica Law Group
The Pride Foundation
Norman Raab Foundation
Raven Foundation
RealNetworks Foundation
Regence BlueShield
Riddell Williams
Rotary Club of Ballard
Rotary Club of Fremont
Safeco Insurance Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
The Seattle Foundation
Seattle Times
SHKS Architects
Florence and Orville Shortlidge  

Charitable Trust
SmartWhere.Com

Starbucks Coffee Company
Stocker Foundation
Target
Tateuchi Foundation
Tides Foundation
U.S. Bank
Union Bank N.A.
United Way of King County
United Way Of Pierce County
Vanguard Charitable
Verite Coffee/Cupcake Royale
Verizon Wireless
Vulcan
Washington State Employees
Washington Women’s Foundation
Wealth Strategies Group
Wells Fargo
The Hans & Elizabeth Wolf Foundation
Yancey C. Blalock Lodge # 265

ESTATE GIFTS
Estate of Jack Goldstein
Estate of Fred E. Guptill
Estate of Leslie Shelbourne Hill
Estate of Carl E. Larson
Estate of Fred B. Nather

A Note from the City Librarian
As I think about the changes that have occurred in how 
people access information, I know The Seattle Public 
Library must focus its resources and energy on areas 
that will have the greatest impact on our community’s 
future. To that end, the Library leadership team and I 
have identified five service priorities or focus areas to 
meet the needs of tomorrow’s Library patrons.

 ◗Youth and early learning: support early 
learning and instill the joy of reading through 
collections and resources, services, programs, 
and partnerships.

 ◗Technology and access: enhance technology 
to provide discoverability and increased access 
to materials, information, services, and 
interactive experiences.

 ◗Community engagement: engage with the 
community through outreach, partnerships, 
and programming that connect the Library with 
patrons in meaningful ways.
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 ◗Seattle culture and history: capture and cultivate 
the rich recorded history of Seattle, making our 
unique heritage available to our communities.

 ◗Re-imagined spaces: create new uses for Library 
spaces, in keeping with the changing needs of 
Library patrons, services, programs, and interests.

The Foundation is the Library’s most trusted partner 
in helping to carry out these service priorities, 
drawing upon its existing assets and adding new 
contributions. Foundation donors like you are investing 
in new and expanded programs, enhanced collections, 
and new delivery models to better serve everyone in our 
community.

I want to thank you for helping us ensure the Library 
continues to evolve and transform so that it is loved and 
valued by our community. Your support helps the Library 
come alive!

Marcellus Turner 
City Librarian




